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Seemed that loud thunder with amazement great

Did rend the rattling skies with flames offloudring1 heat

The noise thereof catted forth that stranger knight,
To weet* what dreadful thing was there in hond ;
Where whenas two brave knights in bloody fight
With deadly rancour he enraunged* fond,*
His sunbroad shield about his wrist he bond,5
And shining blade unsheathed^ with which he ran
Unto that stead,* their strife to understond;
And at his first arrival them began
With goodly means to pacify, well as he can.

But they, him spying, both with greedy force

At once upon him rany and him beset

With strokes of mortal steel without remorse,

And on his shield like iron sledges1 bet:

As when a Bear and Tiger, being met

In cruel fight on Lybicke* Ocean wide,

Espy a traveller with feet surbet,9

Whom they in equal prey hope to divide,

They stint10 their strife and him assail on every side.

But he, not like a weary traveller,
Their sharp assault right boldly did rebut,
And suffered not their blows to bite him near,
But with redoubled buffes them back did put:
Whose grieved minds, which choler^ did englut^
Against themselves turning their wrathful spite,
Gan with new rage their shields to hew and cut;
But stilly when Guy on came to part their fight,
With heavy load on him they freshly gan to smite.

1 Thundering. 2 Know. 8 Ranged in order. * Found. 5 Boun
6 Place. 7 Sledge-hammers. 8 African. 9 Weary. 10 Cease. n Ange
12 Which were overwhelmed with anger.